Book of Revelation

12 – The Lamb and the Scroll with Seven Seals – Interlude (Throne in Heaven) 

[The Throne in Heaven]

[4:1] After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” [2] At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. [3] And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. [4] Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. [5] From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings[f1] and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, [6] and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: [7] the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. [8] And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,


who was and is and is to come!”

[9] And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, [10] the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

[11] “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,


to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,


and by your will they existed and were created.”
(Revelation 4 ESV)
 
[Footnotes]
======================================================= 
[1] 4:5 Or voices, or sounds

 1. First Impressions

(a) As in a theater production, the scene changes but there is continuity with the previous

 i. Props slide out and new ones in, the backdrop changes

 ii. 4:1-6 echoes elements from chs.1-3

	Ch. 4 verse
	Echo
	Found earlier in
	Echoed phrase

	1
	Open door
	Ch 3:8
	I have set before you an open door

	1
	First voice... like a trumpet
	Ch 1:10
	I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 

	1
	I will show you what must take place after this
	Ch 1:1
	show to his servants the things that must soon take place

	2
	I was in the Spirit 
	Ch 1:10
	I was in the Spirit 

	2
	Throne... in heaven, with one seated on the throne
	Ch 3:21
	as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne

	3
	[New] Metaphor of jewels and precious stones
	
	

	4
	Twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders
	Ch 3:21
	The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne

	4
	Clothed in white garments
	Ch 3:5

(3:18)
	The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments

([Buy from me] white garments)

	4
	Golden crowns on their heads
	Ch 2:10

3:11
	Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life

Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown

	5
	Flashes of lightning
	Ch 1:14
	His eyes were like a flame of fire

	5
	Rumblings and peals of thunder
	Ch 1:15
	his voice was like the roar of many waters

	5
	Burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God
	Ch 1:12

1:16
	Seven golden lampstands

In his right hand he held seven stars

	6
	[New] Before the throne... a sea of glass, like crystal
	
	


 iii. Nearly everything so far is an echo of what has already been seen

 iv. Similarities between the victors of Chs. 2-3 and elders of Ch. 4

 A. Are they the same or not?

 v. The seven letters were delivered from the throne room of heaven; now the next Act in the drama also begins in the throne room

 A. Most of the echoes in Ch 4 are from the Prologue and Act One Intro section

(b) Now more details surrounding the throne scene

 i. Ch. 4 began with static description, now a little more action

 ii. Four living creatures (4:6b-11)

 A. Bizarre, fantastic descriptions – like something out of a fantasy novel

 iii. What appears to be almost a symbiotic connection between the four creatures and the twenty-four elders

 A. A scene of worship, praise, and adoration

 iv. More echoes of preceding scene

 A. 4:8b echoes 1:8, '“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”'

(c) Central to this scene so far is the throne and the worship surrounding it

 2. Caveats

(a) Don't make too much of every detail

(b) Set aside “what you've heard before” and traditional interpretations to hear the passage for the “first time”

(c) Images are metaphor of the 1st century, not allegories for the 21st

 3. Background

(a) Literary similarities to Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1 

 i. Throne and temple, multi-winged seraphim, “Holy, holy, holy”

 ii. Storm, lightning; four living creatures, human-beast composite; torch fire; jewels; an expanse of crystal; sound of many waters; a throne; a rainbow – the appearance of God

 iii. Sets the scene for God's revelations → Rev. 4 same literary function

 A. Specifically, the next Act: the Lamb and the Scroll

 B. John combines the visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel, telling his audience that he is seeing what they saw

 iv. Jewish mystics (many of whom penned apocalypses, like 1 Enoch) strove for visions of the invisible God, and modeled their views of what they would find on visions of God’s enthroned glory in Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1. In time these visions were embroidered with every fantastic magnification of the divine glory the mystics could imagine. In contrast to such elaborate reports of the preexistent throne of God, John’s description is simple, like the Old Testament accounts: just enough description to convey the point of God’s majesty. The picture of the throne room, including the activity of those surrounding the throne, may also be a parody on the imperial court and the worship in the imperial temples—a daring revelation for a banished Jewish prophet like John. (IVP: BBC NT)

(b) Mystics and Gnostics emphasized secret knowledge such as passwords to access spiritual realms – John is simply invited to come up

(c) The “sea of glass” (15:2) alludes to the sea in Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 7:23; 2 Chron 4:2, 6). It had always been natural to speak figuratively of God’s heavenly temple (e.g., Ps 11:4), given the ancient Near Eastern tradition of the earthly temple reflecting the heavenly one. John’s emphasis on worship leads to a portrayal of God’s throne room in exclusively temple terms: an altar of incense (5:8), an altar of sacrifice (6:9), the ark (11:19; cf. 15:5-8), which functioned as God’s throne in the Old Testament, and so forth. The crystal firmament derives from Ezekiel 1:22. The cherubim were covered with eyes in Ezekiel 10:12; the four creatures had four faces in Ezekiel 1:10 (where, however, each creature had all the features). Ezekiel’s imagery may be intentionally figurative (cf. 1 Chron 12:8) but may draw on Babylonian throne and temple imagery and indicate a God greater than any pagans could have conceived; cf. also 1 Kings 7:29. (IVP BBC NT) 

(d) One may contrast the permanently appointed imperial cult choir at Pergamum, where thirty-six members were to sing hymns in honor of the deified Augustus. (ibid)

(e) The emperor Domitian [69-79 CE] demanded worship as “our Lord and God” but never claimed the role of Creator. (ibid)

(f) Noted in earlier studies that throne represents authority, power, and judgment

 4. Passage Notes

(a) v1: Access to Jesus (God) is open; he is calling

(b) v1: To John will be revealed a mystery of heavenly activities

(c) v2: John enters another ecstatic state where he is given a vision

(d) v2: The throne is the center and key for all action in this Act 

(e) v3: Allusions to Ezekiel 1 – the glory of the Lord

(f) v4: More thrones – the elders share the power and authority of Jesus

(g) v4: Who are the 24 elders?

 i. Option 1: angelic beings

 A. Then what to make of the similarities with the victors of chs. 2-3?

 ii. Option 2: humans who in some way exemplify the victors of chs. 2-3

 A. How did they get there?

 iii. Time and space are compressed in Revelation

 A. Some things ascribed to the future (at least traditionally) are already present 

 B. Aspects of heaven are already on earth 

 iv. Option 2 is best and not to take the elders' presence in literal heaven too literally

(h) v5-6a: more allusions to Ezekiel 1 and some from Isaiah 6 – a description of God and his temple

(i) v6b: God sees all

(j) v6b-8: allusions to Ezekiel 1 and Isaiah 6

(k) v8b: hymn of praise and worship from Isaiah 6:3

(l) v9-10: the creatures and elders are already present when the scene is described. They are doing what they have been doing since the beginning of time.

(m) v9-10: One being on the throne to four living creatures to twenty-four elders

 i. Numbers increase through chs. 4-5

(n) v11: another hymn of praise and worship, longer and more elaborate than the first

 i. The hymns crescendo through chs. 4-5

 5. Setting Up the Next Act – the Scroll with Seven Seals

(a) Chapter 4 is static – it does not show much movement; Chapter 5 shows action

(b) The scroll act revolves around the center of God's rule (temple and throne)

(c) The letters showed events on earth; the next act moves the perspective to heaven

 6. Summary

(a) This is a transition passage – closing down the previous scene, but retaining elements of it as the scene changes from earth to heaven

(b) John appeals to earlier visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel to communicate to his audience that he is seeing the same heavenly vision that they saw

(c) The throne and the activities around it are the central themes of this Act 

 i. God/Jesus is the focus

 ii. Praise and worship of God is focus of those around the throne

